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 Jess Bayles has been undergoing Kubla Khan leader accreditation over the past couple of months. 

 Dave Wools-Cobb had his usual winter sojourn to the Ning Bing Range in the Kimberley. A 4000 kilo-
metre drive each way and three weeks’ caving. His last trip there with Illawarra Speleological Society 
left 12 vertical shafts to drop and five leads in one cave. 

 Dave and Joy are now heading to Europe where the itinerary includes sailing the Mediterranean, time in 
Rome before heading to Iceland for a few days before a cruise north, and stopping off in Jordan on the 
way back.  

 Cath Hemley is trading the recent chilly Tasmanian weather for travels in Cambodia and Kalimantan for 
four weeks. 

 Stephen Jacobs has his own sinkhole at his residence ‘my roof collapsed with a plumbing matter the day 
we started SAR…ironic. Current status still waiting…’ Meanwhile two bats moved into the Butler–
Plowman pantry for their winter hibernation. 

 Bob Pennington, has worn out completely two sets of overalls in his first year of caving What an effort 
Bob. 

 The purple growth that we’ve been seeing in some caves is still not determined. Rolan Eberhard 
(DPIPWE)  has a scientist investigating. 

Bits and Pieces 

The purple stuff. 
Photo: Cathie Plowman 
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This is the June 2019 issue of Troglodyte coming to 
you in August, the delay being as David and I were 
away for a two-month sojourn on the mainland       
from mid-May. Our lovely trip included walking in 
the Grampians, a visit to Naracoorte Caves,     
camping and birdwatching at the Birds Australia 
Gluepot Reserve in the South Australia Riverland, a 
flight over Lake Eyre, an 18-day bushwalk on the 
Larapinta Trail, visiting some fantastic dinosaur 
sights in western Queensland and time with         

relatives from both of our families in New South 
Wales. 

Thanks to everyone who contributed articles and 
photos for this edition. After more than 10 years of 

editing Troglodyte, I’ve committed to doing it for 
the next 10 years (stopping when I turn 70). Now 

that we’re finished with conferences, I hope to    
introduce a few new ideas to the Trog. 

From the Editor 
Cathie Plowman 

The ASF Council Meeting held during the ASF  
discussed issues associated with young people. Club 
representatives were reminded that the ASF does 
not have membership for people under 18. Children 
under 18 can be part of a family membership but 
can only be involved in club activities and caving 
trips where they are under supervision from their 
parents. 

This means that we cannot take young people on 
NC trips to enable them to try caving, Members can 
certainly take people under 18 caving, but not on a 

club trip.  

For a little while now, I’ve not included photos or 

text in reference to NC youngsters (part of a family 
membership) under age 16 unless it has been      
submitted by their parents. I was advised at the 

Council Meeting by (then) General Secretary Bob 
Kershaw that my age re this should be 18 years. 
Please check with parents before submitting photos 
and trip reports with references to our younger 

members. 

Young People on NC trips 

We have had several new members join in the past 
year. In case you haven’t met, here’s some quick 
introductions: 

Shane and Alicson Anderson live in Ulverstone 
and relocated to Tasmania from the Blue Mountains 
in New South Wales a couple of years ago. They 
met Dave Wools-Cobb via the North West Walking 
Club and Dave’s passion with all things caves,    
resulted in Shane and Ali joining NC. Both had 
caved in New South Wales before their move south, 
Shane since the 1970s and Ali since the 1990s.    
Despite only joining us last year, they pitched in to 
assist with some conference support work. 

Rachel Roberts is originally from England and 
grew up in Taroona. Rachel was introduced to NC 
while learning hip-hop dance with Jess Bayles.    
Besides hip-hop and jazz dancing, Rachel is an    
accountant and bookkeeper and has two sons and 
two grand-daughters. 

Martyna Michalska is a Polish caver who is doing 
part of a masters degree in architecture at UTAS 
here in Launceston via an exchange program with 
her university in Poland. Martyna is living in   
Launceston until December and, having gone on the 
recent Croesus Cave trip led by Cath Hemley, is 
keen to see more of Tasmania’s caves. 

Grant Pearce and his daughter Emma have also 
joined NC in recent times. Grant is a cave diver who 
migrates between living on the north-west coast and 
Mt Gambier where he operates a cave-diving      
support business. 

Renee and Ian Larcher live at Mole Creek where 
Renee works as a cave guide and is keen to learn 
more about the local caves and karst. Renee grew up 
in the old gold-mining town or Hill End in New 
South Wales and was previously a teacher. 

New NC members 
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The 31st Conference of the ASF, held at Devonport 
from 31 December 2018 has been the biggest NC 
event since the last issue of the Trog. As I write this 
the conference proceedings, which is my final    
conference duty, have just been placed on the ASF 
website. I am very grateful to my friend and profes-
sional graphic designer Julie Hawkins for her won-
derful efforts on the proceedings and to ASF web-
master Colin Tyrrell for his kind assistance. 

The efforts of NC members for the conference were 
tremendous. It was a great conference and most 
club members were involved in some way and   
everyone concerned put in a lot of effort. Several 
NC members had been hard at work on the 2017        

International Conference of Speleology for several 
years and, no sooner had that conference been 
wrapped up than they dived into planning for the 
ASF conference. We all deserve a break from spele-
ological conference organising for some time to 
come. For a small club, we’ve punched high on 
conference organising. 

The feedback from conference participants was very 
positive, both via informal emails received and the 
formal survey process coordinated by Jess Bayles. 

Several articles relating to the conference were  
published in Caves Australia No 207, March 2019.  

ASF Conference 

A cave guide and ranger at the Mole Creek Caves 
for about 40 years, Chester was a long-standing 
member of Northern Caverneers and provided   
wonderful friendship and assistance to local and  
visiting cavers alike. 

Chester loved the Mole Creek Caves and delighted 
in sharing them with anyone who was interested, 
from assisting an overseas tourist to get the photo 
they wanted to supporting scientists and cavers in 
their studies and explorations of the caves. 

While the caves seemingly were his life,  Chester 
was also heavily involved in local sporting groups 
and particularly the Mole Creek women’s netball 
team which he coached. 

A highly respected member of the Australasian 
Cave and Karst Management Association, Chester 
worked hard to implement best-practice manage-
ment into the modern show cave environment. 

Living in retirement with his wife Kay at Mole 
Creek, Chester was always keen to bump into cavers 

and hear what they were up to and news of other 
caving areas. The Mole Creek Caves lost a great 
friend with his passing in March this year. NC     

extends its sincere condolences to Kay and is       
appreciative that many of us enjoyed Chester’s 
friendship and encouragement re our caving        

pursuits. 

Chester Shaw—A friend of Caves and Cavers at Mole Creek 
Obituary 

NC members at the conference dinner.  
Photo: Janice March 

Jess Bayles—conference convenor. 
Photo: Dave Wools-Cobb 
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Camping on the sports oval. 
Photo: Dave Wools-Cobb 

Some of the conference attendees. 
Photo: Dave Wools-Cobb 

Eric and Eleanor March and Emily Shepherd  
performing in Gunns Plains Cave. 

Photo : Janice March 

Jess about to enter the duck-under in Speleo 
Sports. 

Photo: Dave Wools-Cobb 
Stephen Jacobs scoring the rope-traverse in Speleo 

Sports. 
Photo: Dave Wools-Cobb 

Jess re emerging from the duck-under. 
Photo: Dave Wools-Cobb 

Panel for the cave management forum. 
Photo: Dave Wools-Cobb 

More conference photos 

Post conference trip planner. 
Photo: Dave Wools-Cobb 
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As part of the cave access policy implementation 
there have been recent meetings to develop cave 
zoning, with representatives from PWS, DPIPWE 
and cavers attending. A meeting on 27 June 2019 
discussed Blackshawl–Spider Complex, Herberts 
Pot project and the Croesus Cave Block. 

I presented a slide show of Blackshawl Cave along 
with a background to this cave system, and         
recommended management options. It was decided 
subject to further approvals that: 

  Cow Cave would become an experienced   
leader zone, as would the southern end of the 
system up to the Spider Rockfall. 

 The main passages of the northern part of 
Blackshawl through to Spider rockfall would be 
limited access i.e. ASF members or      equiva-
lent with a permit.  

It is yet to be determined if gates will be installed. 

All caves in the Croesus Cave block including 
Lynds and Tailender would generally remain as per 
the current status. A note-sheet is being prepared for 
Tailender. 

A further meeting between PWS and cavers        
occurred on 28 June to discuss zoning for Honey-
comb Cave. It was decided to have the first section 
of this cave general access as far at the viewing area 
of Abseil Hole and the entry to the darker tunnels 
where you have to stoop. From these points the rest 
of the cave will be experienced leader zone. This 
will include Honeycomb 2 and associated caves.  

The first 70 metres of Wet Cave remains general 
access, with the rest of the cave being on private 
property. 

Cave Access Policy meetings 
Dave Wools-Cobb 

Useful gear at Aspire 
Cathie Plowman 

Want something solid and waterproof to protect 
your camera and other valuables with when your 
caving? 
 
Aspire Adventure Equipment in York Street has 

Pelican as well as GSI Outdoors tough waterproof 
cases, with both brands in a range of sizes. Both 
brands of containers are at very affordable prices, 
and even cheaper when you ask for your Northern 
Caverneers discount. 

Photo: curtesy of Aspire Photo: Cathie Plowman 
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After many practice days spent focussing on heavy-
duty stretcher carrying and shifting stretchers on 
ropes and rafts, it was thought that the group could 
benefit from more small-party vertical self-rescue 
practice  
 
Fifteen cavers from the four Tasmanian clubs      
attended the day at Mole Creek which was followed 
by dinner at the pub, a TSLC meeting and a day’s 
caving in Devils Pot on the Sunday. Ropes were set 
up in gum trees and three sites underground in  
Honeycomb Cave, providing a variety of different 
small cliffs to practice on. 
 
Groups of four set up the lowering-and-lifting     
systems described in Al Warild’s publication     
Vertical and the 2012 Petzl catalogue, using only 
the normal SRT equipment usually carried by most 
cavers. Even smaller cavers were able to lift off 
their heavier colleagues using small pulleys and an       
innovative five metre loop of four millimetre cord 
used to make a 3:1 mini-pulley system, which is 
apparently used in Western Australia. There was a 
wide variety of skill levels, so while some cavers 
learned how to descend a taut rope, others tried 
changing over from ascent to descent for the first 
time. 
 
Everyone learned something on the day and left  
enthusiastic to keep practising these techniques 
which can be easily forgotten or confused in the 

heat of the moment. 
The comms units were checked and used between 
the four locations to communicate when it was 
lunchtime, but we discovered a problem never    
previously experienced in Tasmania—that the 
ground was too dry, so the Michie phones were very 
faint between the surface locations. They worked 
fine underground where there was moist bedrock all 
around to touch. The solution is to pour water onto 
a metal tent peg in the ground attached to the phone 
or, move it closer to the rock or the cave so that the 
circuit does not have to go through so much dry 
earth. The phones were taken by team leaders in a 
disorganised way at the start, which caused a few 
minor issues later with knowing which group was 
where. The result was the group became better 
aware of the need to keep to the comms protocols 
which are now located with the comms equipment. 
 
The outdoor shelter and the heat tent were erected 
to demonstrate what the equipment on-hand looks 
like and make sure everyone knows how to use it. 
These items require drying and cleaning each time 
they are used, so there was a bit of behind the 
scenes work to do after the event, as often with the 
practice days. 
 
Another successful practice day. 

Australian Cave Rescue Commission (ACRC) (Northern Tasmania)  
Report—Rescue Practice Day 

 
Janice March 

 
23 March 2019 

Search and Rescue Practice Day 
Mole Creek 

 
Saturday 26 October 

 
This is an Australian Cave Rescue Commission 
(northern Tasmania) practice day which is held 
twice a year. The focus will be horizontal          
evacuation of the casualty, using the various  
stretchers, as well as trying out the new communica-
tions equipment (base station and reels). This    
practice day will be a preparation for a northern 
cave skills workshop to be held with the SES in 
2020. 
 
Enquiries and rsvp to Janice at: 
janice@braesidedental.com.au 

Search and Rescue Practice Day 
Southern Tasmania 

 
Saturday 30 November 

 
A cave rescue practice day will be held in southern 
Tasmania. The location is likely to be Growling 
Swallet. The rough plan is a single long day under-
ground with a patient extraction scenario and       
associated technical rigging, stretcher carrying, 
communications and general logistics. Minimal rope 
work/SRT skills required. 
 
Enquiries and rsvp to Alan Jackson at: 
Alan.Jackson@lmrs.com.au 

 Save the Dates 
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I had planned to walk the Larapinta Trail in the 
MacDonnell Ranges west of Alice Springs as a 

‘present’ for David and myself after the Internation-
al Congress of Speleology in 2017. But by winter 
2018 we were in the ‘deep-end’ of work for the 

ASF conference so the Larapinta Trail was going to 
have to wait. That was too bad, as the western Mac-
Donnell Ranges were burnt to smithereens late last 

summer. It was a similar story to the ignition of the 
Tasmanian bushfires: multiple lighting strikes and 
hotter and drier conditions than usual. In the Mac-

Donnell Ranges fire ecology has also been affected 
by the weed buffalo grass (introduced to provide 
feed for cattle) which burns at a higher intensity 

than the native vegetation. 

Despite the fire-ravaged landscape, days of relent-
less flies and some hard days of walking we just 
loved it. Thankfully, there were a few gorges that 
had not been scorched by the fires and we were able 
to enjoy the beautiful old cycads and pine trees. The 
star-filled nights were astounding. 

While this seem to have little to do with karst, there 
was some lovely dolomite on one section of the 
track with some nice rillenkarren,  

For those not familiar with this karstic term, 
rillenkarren are patterns of tightly packed, small 
solution rills found upon bare, sloping surfaces of 

soluble rocks in all climates (JR Glew and DC Ford 
March 1980).  

Larapinta Trail 
Cathie Plowman 

Rillenkarren on  the Larapinta Trail. Photos: Cathie Plowman 

The purpose of the trip was to give Jane some     
caving experience and familiarity about part of this 
cave and to determine if there remained a viable 

route through the rockfall to ‘Lynds 2’, particularly 
with regard to the upcoming ASF conference. 

Mainland Travel 

Lynds Cave 
Dave Wools-Cobb 

 
Sunday 11 November 2018  
Party:  NC members Cath Hemley, Stephen Jacobs and Dave Wools-Cobb. 
            PWS  staff Jane Hutchinson and Chris McMonagle. 
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We met at 9.00 a.m. and were in the cave at approxi-
mately 10.00 a.m. A trout was spotted in the pool 
just inside the cave entrance. We progressed up to 
the base of the Ballroom and I showed the group the 
bat skeleton and a tape was left to mark its location. 

We noted at the Ballroom boot-wash station that the 
current plastic tubing is inadequate as it is sinking 
into the mud floor. This is to be replaced by FRP 
grating which will be provided by PWS; two pieces 
each one metre by 400 millimetres for each end of 
the boot-wash bin. This boot-wash station seems to 
be effective in keeping the string-lined route much 
cleaner. 

The best climb-down route to the streamway is    
immediately at the end of this string-line. We 
crawled up to the beginning of the rock-pile, with 
Stephen, Cath and me heading in while Chris and 
Jane headed back to the entrance. I felt that there 
had been changes to the route, with one very tight 
squeeze, in an area previously described by Deb 
Hunter, as being a new collapse with several small 
rocks. I noted a large amount of fresh mud and rock, 
and I wasn’t too happy about the squeeze. From that 
point the route was clear through to Lynds 2. Cath 
found that at stream level there was plenty of room, 
although it involved immersion. The route up and 
back was marked with reflective dots attached with 
silicone, however I am unsure how effectively these 
will stay attached to the wet rock surfaces. This will 
become apparent when the silicon has dried. This 

marking was approved by Chris and can readily be 
removed leaving no-trace.  

We exited the cave about 1.30 p.m. finding Chris 
and Jane waiting out in the sunshine. 

A brief description of the route: 

At the terminal small chamber, lie on sloping rock 
on left-hand-side of chamber (where most of the  
water flow emerges). On the other side this opens-
up and you can stand and climb-up. You will see a 
white formation in the upper section, climb over this 
and squeeze through on the right-hand-side slot. 
This is best done by getting the body quite high in 
the squeeze, rather than lower in the slot (easier to 
do when returning). 

Descend into the water on the left-hand-side heading 
upstream with about 300 millimetres of air space, 
emerging into another semi-standing area. The very 
tight squeeze is on the right-hand-side higher up; 
however, it is better to head more left-and-low: this 
is wide but requires considerable immersion. Once 
through, the more recent rock fall can be noted  
higher up on the right-hand-side, however the route 
continues almost at stream level, around a very large 
rock and is clear from there to Lynds 2. 

Based on the flood changes to the Mersey River and 
the immersion during this rock fall route, I highly 
recommend wet suits. 

The three most notable ‘new’ discoveries are      
Flibbertigibbet Cave (MC.110), Micawber Cave 
(MC.116) and Arcanum Drop (MC.117). An oppor-
tunity arrived to have another look for some caves 
that we had searched for last year. David B had a 
good idea and had located Arcanum Drop earlier on 
his wanders. I was certainly keen to go. We trogged
-up but left our SRT gear in the car as we did not 
expect much. As we got to Arcanum Drop, we real-
ised this had been a mistake and lowering a ten me-
tre tape down the hole showed this further. Oh well, 
another time and we also thought a ladder may be of 
assistance. 

Next, we went off wandering in the area that we 

thought may show some results and eventually we 
came across Micawber Cave which proved very in-
teresting indeed and we had a good look into it. Da-
vid got to a point which extended his usual Spider-
man tendencies and we decided to head-out and po-
tentially home. On the way back we kept a search 
pattern out and then I found something worth look-
ing at. As David approached from the other side, he 
too was excited as he had found the main entrance 
to Flibbertigibbet Cave. Again, other treats with lots 
of potential exploration required. David suggested 
that a line survey would see both these caves above 
Croesus and, potentially, the goopy mud in here was 
like what was around the Golden Staircase. More 
work to be done and surveying for sure. 

Croesus Cave Area wanderings  
Stephen Jacobs 

 
23 January 2019 
Party: David Butler and Stephen Jacobs 
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Machinery Creek 
Stephen Jacobs 

 
24 January 2019 

Party: Alison Anderson, Shane Anderson, Jess and Robbie Bayles, Orion Brandwood, Stephen Jacobs and 
Lisa Loubser. 

Best Thursday ever again. So said Steve Jacobs as 
he had only done this trip in late November 2018…
and it was on a Thursday! 

A great day out in the Machinery Creek Canyon for 
the second time. Water levels were lower, and we 
moved through a lot quicker as we knew it a bit   

better. Next time we need to do the waterfall at the 
end into the pond. Funny odd chook identified at 
the end of the run where we collected our cars.  

Thanks to Shane and Ali for taking us through     
today.  

Marakoopa Cave 
Stephen Jacobs 

 
10 February 2019 
Party: Karen Berry, Stephen Jacobs, Ben Lovett, Alice Manzoni, Bob Pennington and Rachel Roberts 

Today was day two of the NC attempt to break 
through to the Fireplace in 2019. Our hopes were 
somewhat dashed when Janice phoned the night  
before to say that they had done a lot of work to get 
through to the first sump and that the second was 
still full of seeping water.  

We decided to go for it anyway. We all drove out in 
Bob’s wagon and met new member Rachel out 
there. We trogged-up as quick as we could to get in 
front of the first tourist trip. I had taken a ladder for 
this as we had a new member and an unknown    
participant in the group and wanted to be sure that 
all felt safe from the beginning.  

We rigged-up and got going, made our way and no-
ticed how much of the silt change had occurred 
from the previous year’s digs. We then got though 

and walked onto the second area and went down to 
the sump and noticed how full the water level was. 
We had to abort and retrack for a jolly, only in that 
section of the cave as we were too short of time for 
a through-trip. This worked-out well and we 
climbed into some of the upper passages and I was 
once again reminded of how magnificent this area 
of the cave was. 

We took a good lot of photographs and enjoyed 
these areas immensely and then exited from the 
cave around 5.00 p.m. All were happy and we wait 
to see whether we spend any more energy trying to 
get through? Ben suggested we could take pipe in 
and drain the sump, but this seems a logistical 
nightmare. At the end we all de-trogged had a cuppa 
and then dropped the key back to PWS Deloraine.  

Croesus Top Hole through-trip 
Stephen Jacobs 

 
3 March 2019 
Party: David Butler, Stephen Jacobs, Janice March and Cathie Plowman 

What a treat! After exploring this area last year with 
David Butler, Bob Pennington and John Wylie, I 
was very keen to have a look at the pitches of the 
Croesus top hole. Additionally, PWS had given the 
trip a go-ahead and we were looking at the          
likelihood of installing a boot-wash station and/or a 
bolt for the pitches. We parked up at the Liena Road 
Junction and then trogged up. David and I then 
drove down to the Croesus carpark area and left a 
ute there for our exit strategy and then drove back 
up to the start. It had been a muggy old day to date, 
and we were suitably cooked by the time we        
negotiated the forest picking up the occasionally 
flagging marker to the entrance.  

David rigged off a tree at the top of the entrance and 
Janice went down first, I followed, then Cathie and 
lastly David. What a terrific first pitch into a      
magnificent slopping chamber! We used the same 
50 metre for the remaining second pitch with Janice 
down first, then Cathie, then me and lastly David. 

Janice noticed a ‘splotchy’ fungus on the way down 
and I confirmed this to David. Was it the same style 
of fungus that has been currently appearing in KK? 
(Cathie and David say no, it isn’t.) But it was     
similar in appearance to another ‘growth’ in the 
Golden Staircase area.  
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From the delightful second pitch we down climbed a 
5-7 metre pretty ledge to hit the floor, then opened a 

gate and crawled and grovelled through a low     
passage-way for 100 metres until we could stand 
and then continue in the streamway. Magnificent! 

At points the straws were impressive. We found the 
up-section to April Fools which was marked with 

yellow paint and some old red-painted arrows and 
David and I climbed up a section to see what it 
looked like and there was some impressive flow-

stone. We re-joined Cathie and Janice to continue 
following the streamway, climbed through the rock-

pile and then negotiated more streamway and then 
climbed out-and-high for a period and back into the 

streamway to the familiar other-side of the stairway. 
We noticed that the water level was quite low. We 
had lunch and then moved easily throughout the rest 

of the cave to the entrance looking at various       
features and, with a few ducks, we were back at the 
entrance; cold but not for long as the afternoon sun 

warmed us up well enough. A quick wander back to 
the cars, changed out of our gear and drove back up 
to the junction where David walked back to grab the 

pitch-rope. Just a magnificent trip. 

Croesus Top Hole. 
Photo: Janice March 

Croesus—more of that purple stuff. 
Photo: Janice March 

Still the best day ever… 
Another great trip down Machinery Creek. No Issues. Bit less water and a bit cooler today. No sign of the 
chook at the end of the run! 

Machinery Creek Canyon—still with a cast of thousands 
Stephen Jacobs 

 
16 March 2019 
Party (included several non-members): Jess Bayles, Orion Brandwood, Damian French, Gemma Gooley 
and Richard, Kaylah Rataj, Dave Wools-Cobb and Jen Tait. 

Ever since I moved to Tasmania in 1994 and started 
caving in 1994, I had heard about this other big 
Mole Creek cave which is mentioned in older books 
and newsletters—Herberts Pot, named after Herbert 
Howe. On my early trips to Wet Cave it was       
discussed that Mole Creek ran through Herberts, 
then Dangerous before flowing through Wet Cave 
and then Honeycomb. The landowners had denied 
access since about 30 years ago. 
 
So it was with a bit of excitement that we heard that 
the Parks and Wildlife Service (PWS) had acquired 

the block containing the entrance to Herberts Pot 
and included it in the Mole Creek Karst National 
Park more than a decade ago. (The land containing 
the cave was bought through a program managed by 
the Tasmanian Land Conservancy with funds from 
a federal government initiative known as the Mole 
Creek Karst Forest Program.) Following acquisition 
of the cave entrance by PWS, a gate was installed 
with modern lock openable from the inside and no 
one was permitted to access the cave. 
 
After much  negotiating it was agreed that 

Herberts Pot re-exploration 
Janice March 
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Tasmanian cavers along with DPIPWE/PWS staff 
would run a joint conservation project to learn more 
about what Herberts Pot involves, so that PWS can 
produce a cave zoning statement with advice from 
cavers, and ultimately a cave access policy which is 
one of the main tools for managing the cave. The 
plan was to arrange familiarisation trips to various 
parts of the cave for local cavers to explore the pas-
sages drawn on the old survey during 2019. 
 
The experienced cavers from NC, MCCC and STC 
share their information from each trip via trip      
reports and photos on Dropbox. 
 
Chris McMonagle (PWS) and Rolan Eberhard 
(DPIPWE) had routed a 1.6 kilometre undulating 
track through public land from the Westmorland 
Falls carpark with blue tapes, after the deer-fence 
corner, and this has become better-marked by      
various parties over the past few months and now 
even has reflectors which are handy for the return 
trip which is often done in the dark after a long day 
underground. 
 
In December 2018, David Butler (NC), Alan      
Jackson (STC) and Rolan Eberhard rigged ropes on 
the slippery gate climb, the beautiful 25 metre pitch 
near the entrance, a short chimney climb in the    
entrance series and two ropes at the Tombstone 
Traverse climbs in preparation for the                   
familiarisation trips. 
 
On my first trip in February, every obstacle was new 
to us, we had to navigate through sections with   
various leads, and the entrance series is quite tight in 
places with some awkward climbing and crawling 
on your belly at one point. There were several     
animal skeletons to document as we proceeded 
through and it took over an hour to get down to the 
main internal streamway at a junction known as the 
Keyhole. 
 
Water levels were low over summer, only ankle 
deep at the Keyhole. The cave has over five and a 
half kilometres of surveyed passages, so you  choose 
either an upstream or a downstream trip. Down-
stream is   generally easier and slightly shorter with 
just as many side passages. Upstream is harder 
climbing, wetter (therefore colder) and longer dis-
tances. It is hard to summarise what Herberts Pot is 
like because it has a bit of everything and is a real 
‘cavers cave’. You need to be fit and well prepared 
with the right gear to keep you going for about ten 
hours. So far, I have been on five trips to Herberts 
Pot and seen nearly all the known passages. Each 
trip has taken eight to 11 hours underground, plus 
the one hour walk to the cave each way, so a day or 
two of gear cleaning and recovery is required after 
each trip. 

 
 Trip one was downstream to the first dry side 

passage and we were turned around by a waist-
deep pool.  

 Trip two was upstream as far as the Paragon 
Vaults side passage which rivals Genghis Khan 
for the amazing anthodites display.  

 Trip three was upstream again to the far end, 
where the low muddy crawls were cold, wet and 
a long way from civilisation.  

 Trip four was downstream to the sump and to see 
the extensive dry side-passage above that.  

 Trip five was upstream to find the Holy Hell pas-
sage, a delicate narrow higher-level passage wor-
thy of first-class protection. We will have many 
more trips to Herberts next summer as there is 
much track-marking and possibly some finding 
of even more passages to be done. 

 
 All trips must be work trips at this stage, and the 
plan is for PWS to allow recreational trips by the 
following summer when the cave access policy is 
finished. 
 
The three club trip leaders made photographic 
presentations of the values of Herberts Pot at a cave 
access policy meeting on 27 June organised by PWS 
in order to progress their management processes 
while incorporating local cavers’ knowledge and 
advice. The meeting involved fruitful discussions 
about what is in the cave for the PWS managers 
who have not been there, cave protection strategies 
such as string-lining, the safety of visiting and local 
cavers in such a demanding cave, naming of        
previously unnamed sections of the cave to assist 
with communication, and possible zoning as a  
mostly limited access cave for ASF or equivalent 
cavers only with further restrictions on visiting the 
fragile Holy Hell passage.  
 
Let me know if you are keen to come to Herberts 
Pot in the coming summer, and we might run some 
easier work trips as well as the longer ones to the 
extreme ends of the known passages. The 25-metre 
pitch is not difficult, but you do need SRT skills. 
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Ten cavers representing the four Tasmanian caving 
clubs were present after dinner at the Mole Creek 
Hotel for the two-hour meeting. NC was represented 
by David Butler and I. Dave and Joy Wools-Cobb 
were present but are also members of Savage River 
Caving Club and Dave W-C is the TSLC secretary. 
 
The first report covered what is happening in cave 
search and rescue in the north: new gear shed at  
Marakoopa; updated list of gear; new phone callout 
trees; and national data collection re cavers’ rescue 
skills. The next Australian Cave Rescue            
Commission (ACRC) (northern Tas) practice is to 
be in conjunction with the SES in spring 2019. As 
northern coordinator, I am endeavouring to build 
relationships with Tasmania Police with annual    
visits. Deb Hunter gave a report of a large-scale 
Cave SAR exercise in New Zealand that six       
Australians participated in as observers. Funds have 
been donated by Burnie’s two Lions Clubs for some 
new communications gear. 
 
The next report from SRCC was remarkable.   
Lyndsey Gray told the meeting that they have      
finally finished the project of surveying, GPS      
locating, photographing and describing all 239 
caves at Mt Cripps and the 35 landmarks and 106 
karst features. They can now focus on new finds. 
 
Alan Jackson told the meeting that STC has new 
office bearers and did get into some good caving 
earlier in summer, but this has been curtailed by the 

southern fires in the Junee–Florentine. Dye-tracing 
in the bottom of Niggly looks promising for a     
connection to Growling Swallet—this has since 
been dived. Cave divers pushed Junee Cave in    
January 2019. 
 
I gave a report about NC activities including the 51 
pre- and post-conference trips, canyoning, surface 
walk and Herberts Pot familiarisation trips. 
 
Deb reported on the various caving activities of the 
MCCC n the past six months. 
 
Dave Wools-Cobb reported on the lively Karst Care 
agenda over the past six months including cleaning 
of Kubla Khan Cave and other labour-intensive cave 
conservation jobs that have been achieved in      
consultation with the Parks and Wildlife Service. 
 
Stefan Eberhard from STC, who is the co-leader for 
the Herberts project summarised some of the recent 
trips in to Herberts Pot and showed Peter Bell’s  
progress on reconstructing the survey from the  
original data. 
 
Stephen Jacobs is on the committee consulting on 
the Outdoor Recreation Guidelines/ Australian    
Adventure Activity Standards. This is focussed on 
dependent cavers, e.g. school groups and beginners 
in caving clubs. The guidelines will be based on  
existing ASF standards but are not mandatory for 
clubs. 

Tasmanian Speleological Liaison Committee meeting report 
Janice March 

 
23 March 2019 

Gear shed ready to go. 
Photo: Janice March 

Gear shed log book ready to be used. 
Photo: Janice March 
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Met at 8.30 a.m. and entered the cave at approxi-
mately 10.00 a.m.  
 
We were carrying 17 black plastic pavers between 
us which was both noisy and awkward and we made 
slow going of it. David B and I cut out a large 
square of redundant tube-matting from the bottom 
layer in the Waiting Room and repositioned it at the 
Opium Den boot-wash station. David retrieved 
some electrical tape from down a six-metre rift   
below City Wall, dropped during the recent ASF 
conference. 
 
Lunch was at Lunch Rock at 12.30 p.m. 
 
We left Liz and Norm at the base of the Khan to 
collect up poly-pipe ready for removal while the 
rest of the party continued to the Sallys Folly drop-
off. After Bob, Stephen and I descended, David B 
lowered all packs and all 17 pavers and dropped the 
rope as we were de-rigging. He then rejoined Liz 
and Norm to slowly return to the top entrance with 
poly-pipe, brushes and assorted gear, retrieving the 
ropes at each pitch. They exited the cave about 5.00 
p.m. 
 
My group continued along Sallys Folly, deciding to 
tie all plastic pavers to a climbing tape and float/
drag them through the water: this proved quick and 
effective versus rigging a Tyrolean. At the end of 
the water we passed each pack and the pavers along 
through the tighter sections, then commenced re-
placing the old plastic steps with these new pavers. 
Some plastic step pieces were left where they fitted/
sat better on the substrate. We added more of the 
old pavers to the area just before the small climb-
up, thereby keeping caver’s boots out of the mud. 
Some old pavers were placed near the boot-wash 
station but none of the old pavers are on a slope, so 
little, if any slip hazard should result. 

We left the new eight-metre rope on the flowstone 
scramble-up soon after the boot-wash station as we 
felt that it serves a useful purpose. This rope is    
undated, but new in November 2018. The tape    
previously left on the Sallys Folly–Forest climb-up 
proved quite useful to make the climb safer and  
facilitated easy pack hauling. At the start of the  
Forest we left the remaining old pavers on a very 
muddy but flat area. 
 
Cairn Hall pitch was rigged with the Sallys Folly 
rope, plus a 10-metre tape attached to the rope in 
situ to facilitate a pull down once we had all        
descended; this worked well. I noted that the River 
Alph at this point was the lowest I've ever           
experienced it. We took Bob for a quick look at  the 
Pleasure Dome before wading the river. I noted the 
first deep pool seems a lot deeper (almost a swim) 
but managed to avoid the usual swim by keeping to 
the left-hand wall. We climbed up to Stalagmite 
Shuffle just before the waterfall. Again, the tape left 
at the gate made that climb so much easier.  
 
Ascending was greatly delayed by the presence of 
an approximately two season's old tiger snake. We 
exited the cave at about 6.00 p.m. Stephen kindly 
walked back up to the Top Entrance to ensure it was 
locked, although later I found a note from DB,   
saying he had somehow managed to lock it (unsure 
if it really was locked properly as this is difficult 
from the outside). 
 
Results: all pitches de-rigged. All tapes left, these 
being Silk Shop, City Wall, Sallys Folly climb-up to 
the Forest and exit gate. All conference project gear 
has now been removed. 
 
Total volunteer time: 54 hours 
 

Kubla Khan Cave 
Dave Wools-Cobb 

 
Saturday 9 March 2019 
Party: NC members David Butler, Stephen Jacobs, Bob Pennington, Norm Poulter and Dave Wools-Cobb  
           STC member Liz McCutcheon 
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We met at Honeycomb carpark at 9.30 a.m. and 
walked around to the eastern side of Honeycomb 
hill. Many trees had grown sufficiently enough to no 
long warrant having tree guards, so most of these 
were cut away. Some smaller plants are still     
struggling, so these were left protected. 
 
Overall the revegetation of this area (being         
sheltered) has been very successful and, as trees  
mature and seed, further natural revegetation should 
occur. This area took us an hour.  
 
We then drove around to Springwater Farm area and 
into the Baldocks Block. We had intended to drive 
across Sassafras Creek and into the site, however we 
had been given the wrong key so walked up into the 
revegetated area with large bags to collect the tree 
guards. We noted that the two experimental wallaby
-fenced and deer-fenced areas demonstrated little 
difference in plant survival from the unprotected 
area. Although since planting there have been many 
losses, overall the wattle and eucalypts have done 
quite well.  

 

A prickly bush seemed to be regularly grazed, so as 
most of these still needed protection, we merely 
raised the height of their tree guards. Some guards 
of well-established trees were removed, and many 
‘failures’ also removed. I recommend this area is 
visited again in two years time to remove the       
remaining tree guards. Most of the original tree 
guards had been removed at a working bee in      
November 2014. 
 
The Baldocks block suffered severe winds soon   
after planting, resulting in considerable losses. The 
most western and nearest the natural bush has been 
quite successful, however further east, many plants 
have failed to survive. 
 
We completed the job at about 1.00 p.m. just as 
ranger Chris McMonagle and his children arrived to 
assist. 
 
Thanks to Paul and Graham for their efforts. 
 
Total hours: 10.5 

Removal of tree guards, Honeycomb Block and Baldocks Block 
Dave Wools-Cobb 

 
Saturday 1 June 2019 
Party: Graham Alexander, Paul Van Nynanten and Dave Wools-Cobb 

Baldocks block before planting. 
Photo: Dave Wools-Cobb 

Baldocks block after a few years. 
Photo: Dave Wools-Cobb 

Honeycomb block after a few years. 
Photo: Dave Wools-Cobb 

Paul Van Nynanten removing tree guards. 
Photo: Dave Wools-Cobb 
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The purpose of the trip was to remove survey      
stations and assess management requirements. 

The group met at 9.00 a.m. and proceeded to an area 
near the quarry. 

A car was left at the Honeycomb Cave carpark for 
the end of the trip. The party entered the northern 
entrance of Cow Cave and proceeded along the 
stream-way of Cow Cave, with three remaining 
above the deeper water while three continued to the 
sump at the end. It was determined that this sump is 
a ‘perched lake’ as the outflow continued down into 
an impenetrable lead. This was of interest to Stefan 
as a possible dive site. I noted that water levels were 
generally deeper since my last visit; two flooding 
events having occurred since. 

We found very few survey tapes and assume the 
missing tapes were washed out with flooding. 

We then entered the Blackshawl Letterbox entrance 
which seemed as tight as usual (challenging). Many 
survey station tapes were collected as we made our 
way through this section of the cave: flooding of 
lower reaches of the cave clearly do not affect much 
of this section. We did not see the Blackshawl as 
such as it is a minor feature in a side passage. We 
didn’t enter smaller, minor side branches as I had 
been informed by the group responsible for survey-
ing this section that all side passage stations had 
been removed once surveyed. 

At the first large flowstone area, we noted that track 
marking is needed to keep cavers to one route and 
avoid mud-tracking over the flowstone. It would be 
possible to install a boot-wash station at the bottom 
of this as there is water nearby, however actually 
getting a suitable bin to that vicinity would be   
problematic due to the tightness of the access      
passages. The Golden Streamway had become 
slightly more reddish (due to flooding) but is still 
quite spectacular and required some string-lining to 
limit cavers from walking and crawling in this area 
(even if it does flood/replace). We entered the Pyra-
mid rock-fall, and even though I have traversed this   
several times, still found it difficult to navigate. 
Once we had the correct route, Janice placed a few 
reflective markers using silicon to improve         
navigation. All made their way through this easily, 
although there is one very tight bit at the bottom, 
when lying in the mud! We noted a need to          
delineate the route immediately on the southern side 
of the rockfall to protect the floor. 

We had lunch on the southern side of Pyramid rock-
fall before continuing along Galleon Passage.     
Several survey tapes were retrieved, but many     
others were missing; this area floods. Previous 
string-lines were still in place even after flooding 
events but some more track- marking, or string-line 
delineation is recommended in this section to      
protect the floor and better define the route. Stefan 
suggested that reflective markers may be more    
effective; drill and plug. (Stefan dislikes string-
line!) 

Spider rockfall was easily negotiated, with current 
reflective markers adequate for this, but more route-
markers would assist on the southern side, as the 
route further on through the cave is not obvious and 
route-marking would minimise impact on the cave. 
We visited the upper section of Spider and removed 
survey tapes. The climb down to the lower levels 
had opened considerably; probably due to flood 
events. The passage to Hole-in-the Wall and Cobbs 
Passage was not visited. Any survey tapes there 
would be minimal and easily removed in the future. 
We continued towards Gut Buster and the route here 
would be difficult for a first-time visitor to find and 
the group felt that more route-markers (reflectors) 
would assist. Gut Buster had filled up considerably 
with boulders and had to be cleared-out for us to 
proceed. We continued out through Railway Tunnel 
entrance, collecting survey tapes along the way.  

Then a 20-minute walk back to the car at Honey-
comb Cave, arriving there at 3.45 p.m.  

Overall, the group found the trip very physical with 
some sections challenging either due to constricted 
sections or extensive crawling. All found the cave 
quite well-decorated in sections and a great trip. 

Total volunteer time: 34 hours 

Summary of management recommendations: 

 Possible installation of low-sided boot-wash 
station and track-marking on first extensive 
flow stone; 

 String-line off Golden Flow; 

 Better reflective track markers through      
Pyramid rockfall; 

 Delineation of route out of Pyramid rockfall 
to protect floor; 

 Navigation aids such as reflective markers on 

Blackshawl–Spider Complex—Karst Care Management Trip 
Dave Wools-Cobb 

 
Monday 7 January 2019 
Party: Daniel Burt, Stefan Eberhard, Janice March, Catherine Stark and Dave Wools-Cobb 
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southern side of Spider rockfall; 

 Navigation aids on route to Gut Buster; 

 Possible signage in vicinity of Spider Chamber 
for two alternate routes to egress the cave: 

                    via Gut buster;  

                    via Hole-in-the-Wall; 

 Cobbs passage should remain off-limits. 

Following a Karst Care working bee on the         
Saturday, Jean and Paul Van Nynanten and myself 
stayed overnight at the hut, ready for the following 
day’s working bee, when we were joined by        
Andrew and Janice March. 
 
We decided not to replace all weather boards of 
Henrys Haunt, as we wouldn’t have enough, so con-
centrated on the worst, and upper ones which sup-
port the new guttering. We attached the downpipe 

temporarily as we need wall brackets and to decide 
how to get the water away from the footings: it will 
do for now. 
 
All gutters were cleaned, the hut swept out and the 
western end of the firewood storage improved (it 
was collapsing and not weather-proof). We also cut 
enough firewood to last several nights and tidied up 
Henrys Haunt. 

Working on Henrys Haunt. Photos: Janice March 

Hut working bee 
Dave Wools-Cobb 

 
2 June 2019 

Numerous conference-related trips achieved 332 
hours volunteer work including:  
 

 Xanadu rock fall cleaning, replacement of all 
tapes; 

 Lynds Cave boot-wash matting upgrade, 
 Tailender rope clean; and  
 Considerable effort went in to removing all 

our gear in Kubla after the project. 
 

In preparation for the Cave Access Policy zoning 

determination a management trip was conducted 
through Blackshawl/Spider Complex. This was 
quite beneficial as on-ground cave protection could 
be discussed and PWS staff became more familiar 
with the cave.  
 
Deb Hunter also conducted a small working bee on 
the main entrance steps to Honeycomb Cave. 
The past six months has seen an additional 433 vol-
unteer hours contributed by the Karstcare group and 
helpers.  

Karstcare summary to June 2019 
Dave Wools-Cobb 


