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Travel and new babies dominate this section… 

 Lyn and Haydn Stedman are delighting in the recent arrival of their first grand-child, Matilda. The 
babe’s mum Jessica did some caving trips with NC before she departed the family home at Mole Creek. 
Jessica and husband Oliver now live in Hobart. 

 Congratulations to Jessica Bayles and her husband Robby on the birth of their son Maxen, born on 21 
May, a little brother for Fyn. 

 In April, I become a great-aunt again, this time to Hugo who had his first overnight in a tent at age three 
weeks. 

 Congratulations to Paul Van Nynanten who recently received a City of Launceston volunteer award in 
the category of Sport and Recreation. Paul has volunteered for 11 years to support dragon boating in 
Launceston and has worked tirelessly as coach to teach many novice dragon boaters to paddle safely. 

 Dave and Joy Wools-Cobb have been travelling in Alaska and Canada. Almost as soon as they arrive 
home, Dave will be off on his annual expedition caving in the Ningbing Range in the Kimberley. 

 Johanna Cameron enjoyed a school trip to France where, after travelling around central and southern 
areas of the country, she attended the Anzac Day dawn service in Villers-Bretonneux. Johanna and Jill 
currently have an exchange student from Colombia living with them and, later in the year, Johanna will 
travel to Colombia as an exchange student. 

 Haydn, Lyn, David B and myself formed the NC contingent to the recent ACKMA conference, held at 
Margaret River in Western Australia. While in the west David  honed his vertical skills climbing the 75-
metre pegged karri Dave Evans Bicentennial Tree. Lyn climbed partly up the Diamond Tree for her  
vertical challenge. David and I enjoyed a wonderful trip on the Indian Pacific back across Australia, 
spotting a nice-looking cave from a carriage window. 

 If you are interested in joining a Nullarbor caving expedition this coming October, Dave Wools-Cobb 
can point you to a mainland club that has vacancies. 

 Well done to Janine McKinnon (STC) for retrieving a missing boot-wash station while on a January  
diving trip in Kubla Khan. The black bin had been washed from De-Trog Rock, below the Pleasure 
Dome in the 2015 floods, and Janine retrieved it from the Sunless Sea. Within days the bin was             
re-positioned as a boot-wash station, this time in Cyclops Cave. 
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 We are working with PWS to find a suitable storage area for search and recue equipment at Mole Creek. 

 Watch out for the about to be released movie Takayna which includes seeing the Tarkine through the 
eyes of rural GP and ultra-marathon runner Nicole Anderson, our ‘landlady’ at the hut. 

 There’s been a change at the helm of the PWS-associated volunteer organisation Wild Care, which Karst 
Care is part of. Andrew Smith had led the organisation since its inception in 2003. At the recent Wild 
Care AGM, the baton was passed to Sam Cuff who has worked in the Community Programs section of 
PWS for several years. Andrew has done an awesome job building a great volunteer organisation that 
empowers the community to be engaged in national park and reserve management and now Sam brings 
fresh ideas and a younger generation to the Wild Care board. Thanks and best wishes to both Andrew 
and Sam. 

 Beware—ice on the deck. If you are collecting keys from the ‘letter box’ at PWS Deloraine over winter, 
take care to walk on the wired section of the board walk as the surrounding timber deck can become ice-
covered and slippery. 

From the Editor 

Cathie Plowman 

Cave Gate Updates 

Chris McMonagle from Parks and Wildlife Service 
(PWS) has kept the caving clubs informed re gate 
replacements. 
 
Croesus Cave: The gate has been replaced and 
Chis reports that this was three days work of grind-

ing, drilling, dragging, bashing, breaking, weld-
ing—and a little bit of swearing now and then. The 
job included removing the old gate from its icy 
tomb. Our thanks to the PWS crew involved; we 
know that Croesus Cave water is cold. 

Replacing the Croesus gate. Photos: Chris McMonagle 

Lynds Cave: Chris reports that this was a             
logistically challenging project, made more difficult 
due to the lack of pedestrian access when compared 
to the Croesus gate replacement. The installation 
component of the project took two full days with 
four staff members present each day, a small       
aluminium dinghy for site access, and required 
some good balancing skills while transporting both 
the heavy and awkward shaped gate and the VERY 
heavy 6KVA welding generator to the cave         
entrance. The process went very smoothly. There 
were no incidents and everyone managed to stay 
dry!  There were a few moments it could have gone 
either way though… 

Access to Lynds was by boat. 
Photo: Chris McMonagle 
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Kubla Khan lower entrance gate: Chris says this 
will need to wait until relevant staff undertake     
accredited SRT training, which he is also close to 
finalising. He adds that, ‘by the sounds of it, the  

logistical challenge for Kubla will make the Lynds 
and Croesus gates seem like a walk in the 
park’. Chris will keep us all posted as he will be 
looking for some energetic volunteers! 

Fitting the new gate at Lynds Cave and the finished 
product.  
Photos: Chris McMonagle 

Several new members have signed up recently and 
we look forward to sharing our enjoyment of caves 
and caving with them. 
 
Peter Bell has recently moved to Tasmania from 
Western Australia and has a seriously impressive 
caving resume. Joining the Western Australian  
Speleological Group (WASG) in 1976, Peter caved 
with that club until 1992 when he took up working 
in cave management, primarily with the show caves 
in the Margaret River area and two years as       
manager at Yarrangobilly Caves in New South 
Wales. Peter was the first person to abseil over the 
Baxter Cliffs on the Nullarbor. 
 
Supposedly ‘retired’ Peter has gained a fire-
spotter’s job in Tasmania and he and his partner are 
living at St Marys.  
 
The Purtell family of Jon, Jenny, Oscar and Angus 
are a busy outdoor family who have decided to add 
caving to their mountain biking, rock-climbing, 
kayaking and canoe polo and endeavours. Adding to 
the ‘medical bent’ of NC, Jon is a paramedic and 
Jenny a nurse. 
 

Annabel Hunter has recently arrived from Canada. 
She is an experienced rock-climber who works at 
the Aspire outdoor store in Launceston. 
 
Karen Berry has come from Toowoomba in 
Queensland to study nursing at UTAS and is also 
working in a whiskey bar. Karen was finding the 
weather here cool in February, so hopefully she’s 
got some thermal-wear sorted now.  
 
Derigan Guinane works full-time at Macpac and 
otherwise goes rock-climbing and bushwalking at 
every opportunity. She walked the five day Jatbula 
Trail in the Northern Territory with her family when 
just seven years of age. 
 
Anne and Bob Pennington are ‘old-time cavers’ 
who joined the club last Christmas. They have been 
regulars on NC trips, working bees and at meetings 
and Bob is putting his technical skills to fitting out 

various members with lights.  

Welcome new members 
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In response to an email from David B last January, 
Janine reported on her recent diving trip into Kubla. 
 
We are still alive. 
 
We did three days diving. On the Wednesday we 
made it through to Cairn Hall, finished sketching all 
the passages (the wet ones not as nicely), took a few 
(very poor) Lumix stills and I took heaps of video. 
That finished the job, and we exited back through 
the sumps to the resurgence and pulled out all our 
line as we came out.  
 
Interestingly, the sumps were all still-water (no flow 
because of low levels), but there is an up-welling 
about 20 metres down the dry, overflow stream-bed 

outside the cave that runs for about 10 metres over 
the ground and then down into Anaspides Cave 
(MC.274). Tim crawled in and said the cave was 
quite low crawling and went for about 40 metres 
before the water sank into the gravels.  
 
So that is where the resurgence water (River Alph) 
goes when the flow is very low, and the stream only 
runs as overflow in higher levels. So where does it 
go back inside Kubla after it sinks in MC.274? 
 
Ed: For a full report see the Southern Tasmanian 
Caverneers (STC) publication Speleo Spiel 425. 
 
Janine’s video can be found at 
https://youtu.be/uUHW4kEdv5M 

Kubla Diving 
 

January 2018 
Tim Featonby, Janine McKinnon, Ric Tunney 

ACKMA at Margaret River 

The Australasian Cave and Karst Management    
Association (ACKMA) has a biennial conference 
and this year’s event was held at Margaret River in 
Western Australia. ACKMA conferences generally 
follow a routine: held in May, have a Sunday even-
ing welcome and then five days of papers and field 
trips. Every ACKMA conference I’ve been to has 
been exceptional: the venue and associated caves, 
conference organisation, presentations and learning, 
swapping ideas and getting positive energy to     
pursue your own cave-related efforts. This year was 
no exception. 

Of significance is that the caves of south-west  
Western Australia have been drying out over the last 
approximately 40 years, with attractive and much-
loved lakes that were formerly in caves having    
disappeared. In Lake Cave an extensive pool liner 
has been installed and rain-water is being collected 
and fed into the cave to maintain the visitor         
attraction. 

Besides losing visual appeal, loss of underground 
water habitat has also reduced the habitat of rare 
fauna communities. Besides lakes and pools, such 
fauna reside in the moist tree-roots that reach deep 
into the caves, but which are drying out. Small, tiny 
cave animals, with very limited range and habitat 
are becoming extinct, and some species may already 
be extinct. 

There were two excellent presentations focussed on 
changing rainfall, one by Stefan Eberhard and the 
other by Pauline Grierson, both scientists having 

done extensive research on the changing rainfall of 
the area. 

Another very topical presentation was given by 
Andy Spate, who enlightened us about small lime-
stone features, called A-tents (due to their shape) 
that occur in a section of the Cooleman Plains in the 
Kosciuszko National Park and which are been    
broken by the hooves of horses. And there are many 
feral  horses: over 7000 in the national park and 
even more when the numbers in the adjoining state 
forest is added. In recent weeks, the New South 
Wales government has legislated to protect the feral    
horses, known affectionately as ‘brumbies’ due to 
their cultural heritage significance. 

I gave three presentations: one on our upcoming 
ASF conference, another on my Australian Cave 
Animal of the Year efforts (for launch at our       
upcoming conference) and the third on some work 
I’ve done previously looking at voice issues and 
voice development for cave guides. 

Where once the proceedings of ACKMA            
conferences were limited to financial members, they 

are now available to anyone via the ACKMA    
website, as is the ACKMA journal (with a two-year 
delay on the availability of the journal to non-

members). There is host of outstanding material  
associated with caves and cave management in 
these publications and I encourage NC members to 

‘get to know ACKMA’. Have a look at: 
www.ackma.org 
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Several activities for training with SRT were held in 
the first half of the year where members old and 
new (both to the club and in rotations of the sun) 
embarked on a series of training with abseil de-
scents and prusik climbs on various rock areas in 
the Cataract Gorge. Dates included Monday 19 Feb-
ruary and Wednesday 28 March. Members found 
these invaluable to refresh with skills and try out 
new gear. It also gave a somewhat simulated experi-
ence (especially when daylight hours decreased) for 
members to turn on their head torches and prusik up 
rock surfaces with a bit more of a challenge. 

Current news is that Bob Pennington has stitched up 

a deal with the PCYC to use their climbing wall. 
Thanks Bob. 

Janice March has developed another tree climb in 
her front yard and is encouraging members to come 
and climb the tree. Surely, this is one not to be 
missed. 

Well done everyone. Make sure we continue this 
type of training over winter (even if you go to the 
dry, warm part of the country) in preparation for the 
big spring and summer program ahead which is  
focussed on the ASF conference.  

SRT Training 2018 
Stephen Jacobs 

Bob Pennington has got to work and found a new 
resource for the club. Bob has been communicating 
with the manager at the PCYC in Newstead and  

secured the use of the climbing wall to give NC 
members an additional place to practise their rope 
skills. 

PCYC Climbing Wall 
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31st Australian Speleological Federation Conference 
The Darkness Beneath: Caving Tasmania 30 December–4 January 

Jessica Bayles 

The conference organising committee has already 
organised the following: 

Still on the list to conquer: 
  

 Pre and post conference activities and caving. 
 Logo, graphics, letterhead and email address. 
 On site camping and powered-site options. 
 Free wifi and conference facilities. 
 Catering confirmed. 
 Merchandise organised. 
 A fantastic website, still receiving minor edits 

and updates. 
 Budget completed. 
 Other activities scheduled. 
 Presentation type and parameters set. 
 Cavers dinner theme: Bedrock: home of the 

Flintstones. 
 Kids program. 
 Social media: Facebook page. 
 Spirit of Tasmania booking page, with discount 

for conference attendees. 
 Community engagement: schools art competi-

tion. 

 Bus and other transport for pre-conference and 
during conference. 

 Sixteen Legs movie showing. 
 Caving and activity leaders. 
 Activity and display confirmation. 
 IT to set up and pack up presentations. 
 Merchandise, bags, lanyards, attendance package 

 Local stalls. 
 Incident report forms. 
 Non-ASF member forms. 
 Gear hire forms. 
 Bookings for bins, fencing and extra on-site    

facilities. 
  

Diary alerts: 

February 2018: Opening of ticket sales for the Spirit of Tasmania. 

30 September 2018: Deadline for early-bird registration. 

28–29 December 2018: Pre-conference caving at Mole Creek. 

30 December 2018–4 January 2019: 31st Australian Speleological Federation Conference. 

5–11 January 2019: Post-Conference caving at Mole Creek, Mt Cripps and southern Tasmania. 

Organisation is well underway for our upcoming 
conference in Devonport. We are exceptionally   
fortunate to have so many people on board to help 
with what is shaping up to be great event. If you 
haven’t already seen it, please check out our        
conference website which has all the information 
cavers need to know about accommodation,       
conference program, registration and much more! 
www.asfconference2019.com 
 
A huge thanks to Marilyn Scott and Cath Hemley 
for all their hard work on the website. 
 
Our organising team is: Jessica Bayles, David    
Butler, Paul Darby, Brian Evans (ISS), Lyndsey 
Gray, Cath Hemley, Alan Jackson, Stephen Jacobs, 
Andrew, Janice, Eric and Eleanor March, Cathie 
Plowman, Marilyn Scott (CSS), Lyn Stedman, Jean 

and Paul van Nynanten, David and Joy Wools-
Cobb. 
 
In July David Wools-Cobb and I will be asking for 
leaders for various trips (caving and above-ground 
activities). We will also need many ‘hands on deck’ 
come December to set up the conference venue, so 
if you are able to help please let us know. 
 
If you are planning on attending the conference, 
registration is open on the website. 
 
A huge thank you to everyone involved so far in the 
planning and organising of this event. 
 
Our next organising meeting is on for Sunday 30 
September. All welcome. 

Brief update: 
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After completion of the small Karstcare job in     
Cyclops Cave, we ate an early lunch and headed off 
to find Our Cave and Their Cave. We found that 
there were several new tree-falls on the ’track’ to 
My Cave, requiring several detours. We walked   
below the My Cave doline and noted an enormous 
hill between us and the GPS location of Our Cave, 
so sidled around this hill to the south. At one stage 
we were on a very old logging track, although with 
tree-falls this didn’t really make the going much  
easier. Soon after leaving this logging track we en-
countered MC.142, since determined to be Cobbler 
Cooler. I descended on a tape handline until its end, 
seeing a stream flowing at the bottom approximately 
five metres further down. With no extra tape, a visit 
will have to be made later. I have a very vague    
recollection of visiting this cave with Stephen 
Blanden many years ago, but until fully entered, this 
memory remains. 

We continued in the general GPS direction, again 
encountering two parallel logging tracks, before 
dropping over a minor ridge-line into a valley.     
Following this down for a short distance we came 
across the Their Cave–Our Cave creek. The entrance 
to Our Cave is the inflow of the cave, which we 
found to be blocked by vegetation debris from     
previous flooding. About ten minutes work enabled 
access. After about 10 metres the cave bifurcates, 
with an upper dry passage continuing straight ahead. 
This went for about 40 metres with considerable 
decoration, terminating in a sump, which was well 
above the stream level. 

Back at the junction we dropped into the stream-
way, however this terminated within just a few    
metres: it would have to be very lower water levels 
to consider further penetration. Upstream gave about 
six metres before terminating where the stream 
emerges from rock in-fill. 

We then headed upstream on the surface to find 
Their Cave. Where the stream emerges is not the 
best entrance, however we made our way through 
breakdown, under three more entrances before     
entering the cave properly. The best entrance is the 
third one (second last) with a tag obvious from 
above, i.e. climb up and to the left and drop back in 
toward the creek. 

Their Cave is basically a narrow rift cave, with   
continual stream-way. At times it is necessary to 
climb above the stream, then the rift takes a right-
angled bend, climb up again then drop back to the 
stream.  Soon after this point the stream is quite 
tight, with little option but to wallow through. I got 
to a point where it appeared too tight a few metres 
further on. Cath felt it possible climb along at a 
higher level, however this could cause damage, so 
we stopped. I have since been told that the route is 
to continue in the steam, which opens to a walking 
chamber and considerably more cave. Obviously, a 
re-visit with more enthusiasm will be needed, how-
ever I really did think it looks a bit too tight! 

We returned to the surface, noting some very nice 
decoration, but nothing worth photographing,      
although I have seen some magnificent shots from 
when this cave was first explored (from the far 
chamber?). 

Navigating back to the car proved interesting. Down 
valley from the stream-sink at Our Cave looked nice 
and open and inviting, but we found this was taking 
us too far north, so abandoned this valley, heading 

up and over the ridge/hill and descended gradually 
along the side of another valley, finding a stream in 
the bottom of this. There was no time to investigate 

if this was emitting from a cave further up. We    
exited the bush where I wanted to and walked back 
down past Cyclops Cave to the car. 

My Cave area  
Dave Wools-Cobb 

 
31 January 2018 
Cath Hemley and Dave Wools-Cobb 
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The story behind this cave: 
 
 One day while trying to re-locate Flyover Cave and 
feeling very embarrassed as I had a group of people I 
was sending into it, I stumbled across three other 
holes. I quickly GPS-fixed these and being focussed 
on getting the group into the correct entrance, 
promptly forgot them. Some months later I had    
decided to flag a route to Hangover (MC.338) and 
Flyover entrances to make location easier. After 
completing this, I was back out at Sassafras Creek, 
sat down for a drink and went to turn off my GPS, 
but noted three ‘unknowns’ nearby.  
 
Having time, I soon located the first two, finding 
them merely interesting depressions, but the third, 
not far from Flyover entrance was a good deep drop. 
On return with Cath Hemley, we descended 10    
metres where there was quite a tight restriction     
before dropping easily quite a long way. To hear a 
big splash of water was very exciting and offered the 
possibility of an anabranch of Sassafras Creek, 
which means possible good passage. We both felt 
that we could descend with gravity on our side, how-
ever ascending past the restriction could be a     
problem, and with just two of us and no one know-
ing where we were, decided a smaller caver could be 
‘sacrificed.’ 
 
We returned a few months later with Janice March 
and Alan Jackson. Janice had no trouble getting past 
the squeeze but ran out of rope. I had underestimated 
the drop, which ended up being 28 metres. Janice’s 
description was ‘nowhere to get off the rope, swung 
around and could not see any leads above or below 
the water’. Alan then descended for a look and    
provided a schematic drawing of his observations, 
hence the low-grade survey. 

The cave is called Handover (MC.477), because I 
had to handover the exploration to Janice, and it fits 
in with the local theme of Flyover and Hangover.  
 
Ed: There is an ongoing issue with the name Flyover 
Cave. The cave was apparently long-known by NC 
as Flyover, but no one had ever tagged it. In January 

1994, Michael Lichon (MCCC) tagged and named 
the cave Deewun Cave (MC.222).       

Handover Cave 
Dave Wools-Cobb 

The idea was to find Coin Slot (MC.239) after   
having failed to find it back in December. Now   
after doing a bit more research I was sure I had a 
better idea where it was. The reason I was interested 
in this cave is that supposedly it is in the area of the 
aven at the end of Soda Creek. 

After leaving the car at the King Solomons house 
we walked down the hill and located Sweet Relief 

(MC.240). Janice and Stephen abseiled down into 
it, probably about 10 metres into a small chamber 
with a couple of small branches leading off it. 
Janice also went into small hole just to the north 
which went down about five metres. 

We then explored further down the valley and 
found two holes one with some old pink tape and 
one with new orange tape. We believe these are 

Sweet Relief, White Wall Rift and Coin Slot 
David Butler 

 
11 February 2018 
David Butler, Stephen Jacobs and Janice March 
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White Wall Rift found by Stephen Blanden in 2003, 
these are both untagged. I explored the southern one 
with pink tape which went down a tight steeply 
sloping tunnel for about eight metres, it continued 
but too tight to continue. Janice explored the north, 
orange tape, which is probably White Wall Rift as it 
was a rift and had white walls, about eight metres 
deep. 

We then explored the cliff above this and located 
Coin Slot. There is actually two caves here, both rift
-type running parallel, with Coin Slot being the 
southern one. You descend about six metres to a 
landing with a window out to the valley below and 
then descend to another landing. After this the going 

gets much tighter which Janice and I pushed for 
about another 10 metres, all up about 30 metres 
from the surface. It kept going,  but looked very 
tight and needed to be rigged better and with more 
rope. There was a slight upward draught. 

After this I firstly explored down the cliff-face go-
ing out the window and then across to the other rift 
which I entered by abseiling down the outside cliff 
and entering at a lower level but it didn’t go any-
where.  

When I got home I found a trip report from Jodie 
Rutledge (NHVSS) from 2006 and that party had 
gone down the next section; it was very tight, but 
they had found no further way on. 

Entrance to Coin Slot. 
Photo: Janice March 

David descending Coin Slot. 
Photo: Janice March 

Looking out the window, Coin 
Slot. Photo: Janice March 

Aqueduct Swallet 
Stephen Jacobs 

 
18 February 2018 
David Butler, Stephen Jacobs 
1 March 2018 
David Butler, Cath Hemley, Stephen Jacobs and Janice March 

David Butler has been very keen to follow-up leads 
and explore in the Mill Creek area over the past few 
years. He and I went for a little wander to the area 
in 2017 post the Lake Mackenzie bushfires to see 
what was about and a few areas were noted for a 
later explore. Aqueduct Swallet (MC.161) was lo-
cated and looked rather bleak, as a landslide had 
taken out what was considered an entrance. Howev-
er, after the floods of the same year David thought 
the area could be worth an explore again so he and I 

(myself with a bit more flexible work schedule) 
headed out on Sunday 18 February to have a look 
around the area again. 

There was an easier route to the main search area 
and we were quickly there at Aqueduct Swallet. Ini-
tial prospects looked poor. However, David man-
aged to rat his way down a tight squeeze collapse 
area of the new entrance to Aqueduct Swallet with 
me waiting for the call to arms. Suddenly David 



 11 

called out ‘I don’t suppose you have a saw?’       
Naturally I did, and David cut through a bit of a log 
and said to come down and have a quick look with 
limited prospects. 

I went down and had the look. We did not really 
trog up as prospects looked so poor…as you’d    
expect there was nothing happening…then David 
pushed through under a waterfall and three hours 
later a weary team re-emerged ecstatic with the   
exploration for the day. A quick eat outside and 
then a wander over to Tee Em Sink (MC.112) saw 
us consider more possible leads and we spent about 
an hour digging out the rubble in the bottom of the 
floor before we gave up, this was following a 
draught bur prospects didn’t look good. On the way 
back to the vehicle, the route was re-taped and plans 
were discussed for a survey of Aqueduct as soon as 
possible. Aqueduct Swallet has several chambers 
descending quickly. Some areas are very unstable. 
Further, into the cave we were amazed to discover a 
massive waterfall and another passage leading into 
a dry section with spectacular helictite formations. 
We hadn’t taken a camera so no pictures are  availa-
ble from this trip. 

Word got out and a crack team assembled to survey 
Aqueduct Swallet on Thursday 1 March. Janice 
March, Cath Hemley, David and myself made our 
way back to the cave entrance. Further fine tuning 
to the route was applied on the way out so little  
navigation would be required for the tired team at 
days end. I went in first to commence putting out 
stations for David to shoot, Cath worked on the  
records and Janice applied her skills to drawing  
features. This was quite difficult at times with more 
water now in the cave due to recent rain. Getting 
down through the tight squeezes with extra gear 
was time-consuming and I was disappointed that I 
had left my brand new ‘Hammer of Thor’ back at 
the car. 

Janice and Cath in the usual ferreting ways       
managed to locate the original cave entrance tag in 
a forest-chocked chute entrance. As we progressed 
further into the cave, glasses and instruments were 
fogging up and lots of loose rubble was at times 
scarily coming down. We also carried our drill and 
SRT gear in with a desire to push the waterfall if 
possible. Finally, after 125 plus metres of survey we 
decided to stop our survey. This allowed Janice and 
Cath to dry out and explore further into the dry   
sections while David and I donned our raincoats to 
consider the possibility of the waterfall descent.  
David put in some bolts, which at times were      
difficult to locate, and dropped 20 metres further 
into the waterfall area while I waited patiently for 
the word. Eventually, David returned and noted 
there was only a small lead which didn’t look  

Janice in Aqueduct Swallet doline. 
Photo: Cath Hemley 

Returning home. Photo: Cath Hemley 

 

David at entrance to Aqueduct Swallet. 
Photo: Stephen Jacobs 
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promising. Janice also had found several leads and 
another waterfall chute to explore. As Janice and 
Cath finished, we packed up our gear and climbed 
back out, aware of how successful our day had been 
and how much more work there was to be  under-
taken. All had a delightful walk back to the vehicle.  

The following week David published what we had 
surveyed to date, we were impressed with our     
efforts, and look forward to getting back their next 

spring–summer. 

Ed: Aqueduct Swallet was named as such by Bob 
Woolhouse in 1991 and first reported in Troglodyte    
Volume 2 Issue 10, April 1991. In Stephen     
Blanden’s list of the Caves of Mole Creek,         
published in the Troglodyte, Volume 22 Issue 1, 
June 2012, the cave is spelt as Aquaduct Swallet. 
This is a spelling error and the cave should be spelt 
as named by Bob Woolhouse above. 

 

Marakoopa Cave Fireplace trips 
Janice March 

 
22 March 2018 
Annabel Hunter, Stephen Jacobs, Ben Lovett, Janice March and Bob Pennington. 
Thursday 8 March 2018:  
Karen Berry, David Butler, Stephen Jacobs and Janice March. 

With enthusiasm to go into the Fireplace as far as 
the ‘unclimbable aven’, I arranged a trip in         
February with some keen new members. On a     
previous trip about 20 years ago, I remembered  
having been to a point with David Butler where you 
needed either a scaling pole or a bolting kit to go 
further, and we have been meaning to go and check 
it out again. The main problem preventing our    
return has been the intermittent flooding of the two 
gravel-filled sumps, one only 100 metres past the 
look-down into Short Creek in Marakoopa show 
cave and the other one a few hundred metres       
beyond that. Armed with experienced digger Ben’s 
advice, Bob and Stephen got to work constructing 
gravel carriers from blue 10 litre water tubs cut in 
half and I brought olive oil tins to use as scoops and 
some old ropes to pull the dug-up spoil up the slope 
from the bottom of the sump. 
 
On 22 February, five of us spent about an hour pull-
ing out gravel from the first sump before having 
lunch on the other side. We then explored the      
upstream side which had been previously track-
marked and string-lined. There was some damage to 
the strings and green moss (possibly washed in 
months earlier) hanging from some of the venetian 
blind cord in the moist air. There was no flowing 
water this day, only a few ankle-deep pools, as it 
has been a hot, dry summer. 
  
At the second sump, Ben and I used hands and feet 
to clear the gravel from the strongly-drafting,      
narrow, low point and we gradually all squeezed 
through for a look. The way on was not clear as the 
sandy Rollalong was very flattening and the rocky 
five-metre long squeeze to the left looked quite 
committing. We pushed but failed to get through the 
sandy way although my memory tells me we went 
that way 20 years ago—and the map looks like we 

did. Ben and Annabel pushed the rocky way and 
came back with stories of a turn-around point and a 
low stream-passage intersecting it. This way also 
does go through according to   Henry’s line plot of 
Marakoopa which we studied at the next meeting at 
Morty’s.  
 
We left at our turn-around time with hopes to return 
but not knowing when that would be. Our trip had 
been delayed by me forgetting to pick up the key in 
Deloraine on the way, so it was well past cave tour 
time on our departure. 
 
On 8 March, four of us went back to get through 
either the Rollalong or the rocky way, but unexpect-
edly we had to dig out the first sump again, and this 
time we did not have the blue half tubs. It had 
rained the day after our last trip and 70 millimetres 
fell at Mole Creek in a downpour, so the sump had 
filled up again. It took us an hour with a caving bag 
and tape, and olive oil tins to dig that first sump out 
again and fortunately it was not wet. 
 
We headed to the second sump but there were no 
footprints at the muddy top and water had recently 
overflowed into it. Upon investigation, the narrow 
bit was at least 50 centimetres under a pool of   
lovely clear water. We had lunch, took photos of the 
pretty flowstone nearby, and David showed us the 
climb-up to the long gypsum crystals and highly 
decorated upper section. We removed some metal 
stakes and a petri dish which were remnants from a 
scientific survey which Rolan Eberhard had        
conducted some years earlier. This trip was short-
ened, due to the sump block, and we emerged in 
broad daylight. 
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Today we decided to take some new members to 
easy horizontal caves and also further reconnais-
sance at Honeycomb Cave (MC.84) for the upcom-
ing cave rescue weekend. Janice drove Bob and my-
self out to meet Karen at the King Solomons Cave 
carpark. We thought that Queen of Sheba (MC.12) 
would be worth a wee investigate as a warm-up to 
Honeycomb.  

With a rope quickly fastened to a tree, we descend-
ed into this short pretty cave. All members were 
greeted with a very old ‘boots off’ sign and Janice, 
as excited as ever, thought it worthy of a Karst Care 
project. From this old sign, a small ladder was dis-
covered to down-climb into a small chamber with 
some great formation. Some bones were also found 
in small side chutes. Approximately 15 minutes lat-

er we climbed out and drove to Honeycomb Cave  

At Honeycomb Cave, we decided to share areas that 
others may not have been before (that is Janice and 
myself) and this proved worthwhile. Bob and Karen 
also greatly appreciated time to wander around the 
various levels of this terrific sporting cave. Flood 
damage was noticeable as were the string-lines, de-
noting new areas to limit access. In the deeper sec-
tions of the cave some places were identified as 
possible areas to set up hauling systems for stretcher 
rescue practise. Towards the end of this session we 
got into some of the rift sections of the cave and had 
a great explore. 

All in all, a quick, solid session of exploring filled 
in our busy day. 

Queen of Sheba and Honeycomb Caves 
Stephen Jacobs 

 
22 March 2018  
Karen Berry, Stephen Jacobs, Janice March and Bob Pennington 

Janice heading into Queen of Sheba. 
Photo: Stephen Jacobs 

Ladder in Queen of Sheba. 
Photo: Stephen Jacobs 

 

Bob and I drove out first to the turnoff and then into 
the roads to make our way to the hut of the Savage 
River Caving Club (SRCC) at Mt Cripps. Cath 
Hemley turned up solo later and Janice drove out 
with     Karen. Paul and Lindsey were there to meet 
us and had the fire stoked-up for our arrival. Janice 

and I decided to brave the hut with Cath tenting and 
Bob and Karen staying in their respective vehicular    
accommodations. Paul gave us a quick plan and 
then we had a feed and headed off to bed ready for 
an early morning Saturday. 
 

Mt Cripps Expedition  
Stephen Jacobs 

 
27–29 April 2018 
NC: Karen Berry, Cath Hemley, Stephen Jacobs, Janice March and Bob Pennington 
SCCC: Our hosts Paul Darby and Lindsey Gray 
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We left at 8.30 a.m. to work a new area of interest 
for Paul in their respective line surveys. We had 
great success this year finding Speleopod Hole 
(CP.55), Christmas Special (CP.33), Trifecta Cave 
(CP.34), Plant Count Chamber (CP.189), Yea     
Passage (CP.56) and Depressing Pot (CP.35). In 
addition, Cath located new caves and Paul          
suggested we could name and explore them next 
time. Cath suggested Maybe Cave, Tiny Tots and 
Not Confirmed Cave. Saturday was a great day out, 
considering the limited success we had had in     
previous years. To relocate all these caves in some 
difficult terrain was rewarding for all. In fact, by the 
end of the day, we seemed to be finding more and 
more caves…but we had a few kilometres to walk 
out so we reluctantly had to stop. With all the walk-
ing this year, we were amazed by the volume and 

variety of fungi and mushrooms and my camera 
went into meltdown with all the different colours. 
Mt Cripps has truly remarkable stands of forest and 
remains a stunning area despite the damage of     
recent devastating bushfires. We plodded on back to 
the hut greeted by a happy Lindsey impressed with 
our success and then it started to rain. Another good 
meal and conversation was had and then all headed 
off to bed. 
 
On Sunday we left at 8.30 a.m. to go to one of the 
premier areas being Gum Pot (CP.120). We walked 
down to the gateposts, up onto and along Hollow 
Hill. We also visited Charcoal Choke (CP.118) on 
the way back. The drop-down was massive as was 
the climb back up…massive trees but super reward-
ing. 
 
Gum Pot is one of the more impressive caves of Mt 
Cripps and Paul kindly rewarded us for our success 
yesterday by taking us to this cave. Lots of pictures 
were taken of the different formations and fossils 
within the cave as well as various attempts of group 
and individual action shots of members. No doubt 
some shots may need some photo imaging and air 
brushing. 
 Karen in Gum Pot. Photo: Janice March 

Bob in entrance to Gum Pot. Photo Janice March 

 

 

Fungi, Mt Cripps. Photos: Stephen Jacobs  
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All in all, another great weekend out. Thanks to 
Paul and Lindsey for having us and we will be back 
soon. 

 

 

We had picked up the key for this recently locked 
cave and headed in for what ended up to be a rather 
long trip of around six and a half hours. Only I had 
been in Diamond before and I still hadn’t been to 
the bottom section, so as well as indulging Ben in a 
bit of time for cave photography, we were intending 
to get to the intermittently wet, lower part of the 
cave for the latter part of the trip. 

We started by climbing a flowstone up to the well-
decorated upper section where Dave Wools-Cobb 
had lead a group of mainland photographers and 
myself about a month earlier. It is a quite photogen-
ic series of small chambers and I tried out my new 
headlight and mobile phone camera with relative 
success compared to my previous haphazard photo-
graphic attempts. Ben’s cave photography is on an-
other  level to mine and he proceeded to move the 
flashes and models around with the precision of an 
expert, until we called time and headed back down 
for lunch at about 1.30 p.m. 

We scrambled around the low, crawly end of the 
cave in circles calling out to each other and finding 
links between passages—all very well when you’re 
not surveying it. There seemed to be several levels, 
but all flood intermittently. 

On a previous trip 20 years ago, under a large   
muddy flowstone, I’d found a vertical tube that 
needed bottoming, so we’d brought a 10 metre    
ladder to get down to the stream, but only Ben and I 
went down as it was fairly tight. Upstream the creek 
was not flowing and there were no footprints in the 
sand and mud, so we felt like we were exploring 
virgin passage and it went for about 80–100 metres 

to two separate sumps, both water-filled and with 
no breeze. We checked out some magnificent tree 
roots that are curled up on the orange flowstone 
about 20 metres above the streamway. We waded in 
lovely clear ankle-deep water and at one point 
squeezed past a short boulder obstacle via two    
different routes. It reminded me of the stream in  
Mersey Hill Cave meandering a bit with dark rock 
and bright somewhat-eroded formations but today it 
was quiet with no flow. This is not a place to get 
caught in wet weather. 

Diamond Cave  
Janice March 

 
24 May 2018 
Cath Hemley, Ben Lovett and Janice March 

Group photo in Gum Pot. Photo: Stephen Jacobs 

Janice in Diamond Cave.  
Photo: Ben Lovett 
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On Sunday, I got to go on my first through trip to 
Kubla Khan and it was awesome. Unfortunately, the 
day started with getting up a 6.00 a.m. and leaving 
the house at 7.00 a.m. Not my favourite time to be 
getting up on a Sunday morning but it was a small 
price to pay for an otherwise amazing day. Sunday 
was one of those days when it’s warmer inside the 
cave than it is outside; which was nice as it was  
really cold outside. 

Once we were inside the cave, we started moving 
along, down the pitches, learning along the way that 
there were no cameras on the trip apart from Mum’s 
phone, so there wouldn’t be too much stuffing 
around for photography. As we went through the 
cave, I was amazed by all the formations, many of 
which I hadn’t noticed on the cleaning trips that I 
had previously participated on in this cave. 

About half an hour before lunch, I started asking the 
questions: ‘How long until lunch? When is lunch 
going to be? When are we stopping for lunch?’ 
When we finally arrived at where we ate lunch, I 
thoroughly enjoyed my roast lamb, potato, sweet 
potato and carrot sandwich (these always taste bet-
ter underground) and some lolly snakes, that were 
kindly provided by David and Cathie. 

Skipping forwards a couple of hours to when we 
reached the Pleasure Dome, I must say, I have never 
taken off my overalls and gumboots and changed 
gloves in a cave. But wearing about as little clothing 
as I’ve ever worn in a cave was worth it.  

I’ll just say one thing about the Pleasure Dome. 

Sparkles. The sparkles are fabulous, I wish every-
thing was that sparkly. Once I had finished being 
mesmerised by the sparkles, it was time to reach 
another milestone of least clothing worn in a cave 
for me as Cathie, Mum and I changed into our wet-
suits in preparation for the wet bit. 

The wet bit was certainly wet and made me redis-
cover just how heavy my gumboots are when they 
are full of water, and how bad I am at swimming 
with shoes on. The water was absolutely freezing 
and I’m very happy that I had a wetsuit with long 
legs and arms. After the wet bit, we climbed out of 
the cave and I had one of the strangest experiences 
of my life; walking through the Tasmanian bush, at 
night, in a wetsuit, while I was wet. Fun! 

I then had a great time getting changed in the dark 
and trying to use my light to light up what I was 
doing without putting my helmet on. A very watery 
cup of hot chocolate and about four chocky bikkies, 
also provided by David and Cathie, as well as an 
over-heated car ride home warmed me right up after 
the very cold experience of the wet bit. Once I was 
home, I ate my dinner (pizza), had a shower, and 
went to bed and fell asleep straight away. I was still 
tired at school the next day. 

Thank you for reading this report of my amazing 
trip, I hope you thoroughly enjoyed it. 

Ed: While Eleanor, Janice and I had the ‘comfort’ 
of wetsuits, Stephen did the River Alph plunge (in 
June) without one. David and Ben stayed dry by 

going the upper level route. 

Eleanor’s Awesome Trip 
Eleanor March 

 
3 June 2018 
David Butler, Stephen Jacobs, Ben Lovett, Eleanor March, Janice March and Cathie Plowman 

Downstream quickly became muddy and choked 
out with little formation, so we only explored about 
15–20 metres. The climb up the tube on the ladder 
was precarious and Cath had chocolate waiting for 
us at the top—nice touch. 

Later, on our way out of the cave, we discovered 
the normal way down to the lower stream-way via a 
steeply sloping rift, almost directly below the       
entrance gate, which still requires an eight metre 
ladder or handline, and drops you to a point about  
five metres downstream of where our ladder 
dropped to. 
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It was a pearler of a day as I drove via Deloraine 
and collected the key to Marakoopa; none of the fog 
and frost that had accompanied the previous week-
end’s caving. 

I met the rest of the team at the Marakoopa carpark, 
where we were pleased to chat with Haydn Stedman 
as he was working at the caves today. It was     
Derigan’s first trip with the club and Eleanor’s first 
Marakoopa trip. Bob had been to the Fireplace, but 
not through the caves. 

The plan was to go to the Fireplace and do some 
further excavation of the sumps, but we were not 
surprised that the first sump had a large pool of   
water, from the heavy rainfall of the previous two 
days. 

Janice had obtained permission from PWS for us to 
store the excavating gear in the cave, as long as it 
was positioned where it could not be washed away 
in a flood.  

We stored the equipment on a ledge above where 
the PWS water tank was previously located, deliber-
ately placed upside-down so that water cannot    

collect and so limit algal growth. The gear is: 

Three half-cut blue buckets; 
One empty olive oil tin; 
Two lengths of ‘Telstra’ rope (a knife will be 
needed to cut this). 

With the sump project put to bed for today, we    
returned to the show cave path and proceeded to 
Long Creek where we had a pleasant saunter 
through the cave, followed by a nice wander 
through Marakoopa 2 before heading up the hill, 
viewing Devils Earhole before descending back to 
the carpark. 

Derigan and Eleanor seemed to enjoy the day, but 
there were high-pitched squeals when they sighted a 
cave spider. 

At the picnic hut we enjoyed the usual post-cave 
picnic of hot drinks and snacks, the friendships 
making the day as much as the caves.  

I don’t have records of the number of times I’ve had 
a trip through these two caves, but it is a privilege 
that we have them on our doorstep as Marakoopa is 
an amazing system. I look forward to my next visit. 

Marakoopa Caves 
Cathie Plowman 

 
9 June 2018 
Derigan Guinane, Cath Hemley, Stephen Jacobs, Eleanor March, Bob Pennington and Cathie Plowman 

Flooded sump at the Fireplace. 
Photo: Cath Hemley 

Stashing the gear at the tank site. 
Photo: Cath Hemley 
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The day was planned to be an introduction to cave 
rescue and a practical exercise in how to use some 
of the specialised rescue equipment. At the last   
minute, two other NC new members pulled out due 
to illness, but Karen and Tom were involved and 
happy to learn the basics. 
 
The weather was cold, and very damp, so we began 
the day with two hours of discussion in the wooden 
shelter at Honeycomb. We covered ‘what to wear 
and carry in your pack’ on a normal trip and a     
rescue trip and discussed the reasons and variations 
of these things to reduce the risk of a rescue being 
required. Next, we opened the communications gear 
and demonstrated the use of the Michie phones, 
talking protocols, and expectations during a rescue. 
We sent a group over to Honeycomb Cave and 
communicated with them from the shelter. 
 
We took the Petzl Nest stretcher into an open, well-
lit part of Honeycomb so that everyone could have a 
short ride in it but were limited by numbers of    
cavers with how far we could carry it. We tried 
manoeuvring the stretcher in a low, narrow passage 
with no one in it, then with a lightweight casualty 
dragging and rolling the stretcher to get it around a 
90-degree bend. The four stiffening rods were     
removed from the back pockets for a second attempt 
at this, but the casualty complained of her neck   
being squashed forwards as the head-to-toe bend of 
the more flexible stretcher back curved up at the 

head end where the drag handle is necessarily     
located. If the rods are out, more care needs to be 
taken to support the shoulders and middle of the 
patient evenly.  
 
After lunch in the shelter, we took the rescue gear 
into the semi-dark Middle Arches area of Honey-
comb. One group set up the heat tent in an open  
area and heated it up to 20° in just 10 minutes using 
a Trangia burner and three tealight candles. The 
methylated spirits in the burner ran out, so this was 
not the maximum temperature that could be 
achieved but was very cosy, and further testing 
could be conducted at a future event. This 500-gram 
Bemsilk tent is windproof and traps warmth around 
the casualty and one or two rescuers.  
 
A second group set up a Tyrolean traverse nearby 
and Lyndsey volunteered to go in the stretcher up 
the main line, with the haul line being easily hauled 
by Dave’s weight on a counterbalance. Using a 3:1 
pulley system to tighten up the Tyrolean, instead of 
two people hauling on a Petzl stop, was an interest-
ing variation we experimented with. 
 
Tom and Karen saw and experienced some of the 
rescue equipment for the first time. The day was a 
worthwhile revision of basic rescue considerations 
and enjoyed by all present. 
 

Report about Northern Tasmania, Australian Cave Rescue Commission practice day  
Janice March 

 
14 April 2018 
MCCC: Cath Stark 
NC: Karen Berry, Janice March and David Wools-Cobb 
SRCC: Paul Darby, Lyndsey Gray 
STC and VSA: Tom Porritt 

Cave Rescue 
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We visited the cave with view to installing a bigger 
boot-wash station and possible cleaning of the     
installed matting but found the cave to have no    
water flowing or standing. We inspected the higher 
boot-wash station, which needs cleaning out and re-
filling. However, with no water present, this was left 
for the future. We removed the lower boot-wash 
bowl and installed a boot-wash bin, tying it into   
position, although I feel this could be improved to 
avoid loss in a flood. 

We then carted water in bladders from the creek out-

side the cave to ensure adequate water was in the bin 
for future use.  We noted that the matting is in     
desperate need of cleaning and will re-schedule a 
visit when water levels will allow. This cleaning job 
could use a pumped-flow and scrubbing brushes. I 
suggest that all matting is removed and scrubbed in 
the pool below and the rock surface is re-cleaned 
before reinstalling the matting. A substantial large 
peg may help secure the bottom bin (or look for a 
suitable natural nearby).  

Time involved: four hours. 

Cyclops Cave 
Dave Wools-Cobb 

 
31 January 2018 
Cath Hemley and Dave Wools-Cobb 

Kubla Khan Access 
Dave Wools-Cobb 

 
15 April 2018  
Paul Darby, Lyndsey Gray and Dave Wools-Cobb. 

We cleared the road into Kubla Khan carpark of 
several overhanging branches and a few small trees 
close to the track. One tree had rotted through and 
might have fallen in the next wind. We then brush-
cut about 250 metres of the walking track, particu-

larly the thick ferny area and raked all debris off the 
tracks. 
 
Time: 15 hours 

Kubla Khan 
Dave Wools-Cobb 

 
16 April 2018 
Dave Wools-Cobb and Newcastle Hunter Valley Speleological Society (NHVSS) 

Measured entrance access and Waiting Room in 
preparation for new Replas floor. Will submit to 
Jason Neasey (PWS) once drawn up. 

Transferred two water bags through to the           
Watergate boot-wash station. 

Placed a small piece of matting on a gritty step-
down just after the City Wall. 

Noted 20 metres of poly-pipe at Xanadu water 
source. Lower pool was low in water, top pool was 
filled (most of the cave was dry). 

Completed string-line delineation of track below the 
Khan. 

Serviced boot-wash station at the Khan and end of 
Sallys Folly. 

Carried more water through to the end of Sallys   
Folly (there is approximately 120 litres of stored 
water in 17 bags).  

Measured from Sallys Folly water to work-site;   
approximately 70 metres if poly-pipe is to be used, 
plus 30 metres to cover the whole job. 

Measured Sallys Folly pitch for permanent rope 
placement of rope for ASF conference; 20 metres 
doubled. 

Time: 12 hours 
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17 April 2018 
Dave Wools-Cobb in conjunction with a NHVSS 
trip. 
 
Serviced boot-wash stations at the far end 
(contained 12 kilograms of mud) and immediately 
before the rock-fall. 
 
Time: Seven hours. 

19 April 2019 
NHVSS members 
Cleaned a muddied area at the base of Golden 
Stairs, and a few mud marks higher up. 
 
Time: Two hours. 

Tailender 
Dave Wools-Cobb 

Sharks Teeth, Tailender. 
Photo: Dave Wools-Cobb 

Reflections, Tailender. 
Photo: Dave Wools-Cobb 

Paul and I have been the hut custodians over many 
years. However, while our tenure of the hut was  
under a cloud, we had not been enthusiastic about 
efforts with maintenance and potential expense. 
 
With new property owner Nicole Anderson’s      
enthusiastic support for our continued hut use, and 
after extensive discussions with her it had been de-
cided that it was time to ‘do the hut up a bit’. 
 
What a fantastic roll up of volunteers! 
 
All paint and materials including roofing iron, nails, 
screws, etc. was donated by club members and Alan 
Jackson’s father, Graeme, very kindly donated   
several weather boards that were in much better 
condition to what we had managed to ‘scrounge’. 
 
Jobs completed were: 
 Wash out walls and ceiling of main room and 

apply two coats of paint. 
 Coat of paint in the small bedroom. 
 Repair to heater closure. 
 Considerable repairs to the roof; there were 

many loose and missing nails. 

 Replacement of the worst of the weather boards 
of the garage. 

 Some weather boards of Henry’s Haunt replaced. 
 Emptied the tank (water was terrible), cleaned 

and vastly improved the plumbing to ensure opti-
mum water collection. 

 Cleaned out all gutters. 
 Replaced the roof of the old ‘Sauna’ (read wood 

storage). 
 Raked up most of the leaves and fire hazards 

around the hut. 
 Dropped the large, old holly tree; some became 

fire wood and a large burning pile created for 
later. Stephen and Bob kindly put in considerable 
time removing wire and staples from the tree butt 
to facilitate this. 

 
Jobs for the future include: 
 More nails of ‘new’ weather boards. Longer 

nails are needed to complete, which I have al-
ready purchased. 

 New guttering on Henry’s Haunt; Bob looking 
into this. 

 Possible replacement of all the weatherboards at 
the back of Henry’s Haunt. 

Hut Working Bee 
Dave Wools-Cobb 

 
28 January 2018  
David Butler, Mark Gooley, Stephen Jacobs, Andrew, Janice and Eleanor March, Bob Pennington, Cathie 
Plowman, Lyn Stedman, Paul Van Nynanten and Dave Wools-Cobb. 
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 Cutting of adequate firewood on the block. There 
is plenty on the ground; just need help with    cut-
ting and carting. 

 Possible weed and grass reduction. 
 Improving tank outlet and burying run-off pipe to 

avoid trip hazard. 
 

At some stage Nicole is planning to change the    
entrance gate position which may involve us con-
tributing to making a reasonable driveway toward 
the hut, as in winter this area becomes extremely 

slippery. No doubt Nicole would appreciate         
assistance with fencing. 
 
Thanks are due: for a fantastic effort by everyone, in 
what were very hot and, at times, dusty and noisy 
conditions; to Paul for assisting in organising this 
event; and to all those who donated paint and       
materials. We achieved even more I expected.     
Nicole was most impressed with the club’s        
commitment to the hut, which augurs well for our 
future tenure. 

Some of the crew hard at work. 
Photo: Janice March 

Paul at work painting. 
Photo: Janice March 

The end of the holly tree. 
Photo: Janice March 
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Most of you ‘Northerners’ probably think that rat-
bag from down south, Alan Jackson, only cares 
about one thing (other than himself) and that’s   
caving. Well, unbeknownst to many I do have one 
other obsession: ferns. I’d like to ask a favour of 
those of you who wander the highways and byways 
of the Mole Creek (and other northern) karst areas 
to keep an eye out for a rare limestone-loving fern.  

The species is Pneumatopteris pennigera, or the 
‘lime fern’. It is listed as ‘endangered’ under      
Tasmania’s Threatened Species Protection Act 1995 
and is only known from a handful of populations in 
the north-west of the state (on King Island, north of 
Edith Creek and Arthur River). The Arthur River        
populations appear to be undergoing natural decline 
and the Edith Creek population was inexplicably 
being trashed by cattle on private property until  
recently, but is now offered some level of protection 
by fencing erected by Cradle–Coast Natural Re-
source Management. Basically, the species is not 
doing well and is poorly reserved. It is also rare on 
mainland Australia but quite common in New Zea-
land.  

What interests me (and hopefully you) is that there 
is an 1896 record (by the famous botanist Leonard 
R Rodway) for Mole Creek. It has not been seen 
since in the general area and no more accurate     
location data is available (Rodway must have      
forgotten his GPS that day). Since Northern       
Caverneers, Mole Creek Caving Club and Savage 
River Caving Club are the most likely subset of 
Tasmanians to find themselves bumbling around 
drainage lines in the Mole Creek karst, and other 
northern karst areas, I figure you folks might just 
come across some one day, but the key thing will be 
having you in a position to recognise it! Rediscover-
ing this fern in the Mole Creek area, particularly 
within the MCKNP, would be an exciting develop-
ment in the ongoing protection and reservation of 
this species in Tasmania.  

So, what does it look like? Unfortunately it is not 
overly remarkable or eye-catching to the untrained. 
To most I suspect it looks very similar to the very 
common mother shield fern (Polystichum            
proliferum). Here is a list of  important features:  

Terrestrial: it grows on the ground (not on rock  fac-
es, rotting logs or on other fern or tree trunks).  

Rosette and trunk forming: it grows as a rosette (i.e. 
fronds radiating from a central point like the com-
mon tree fern, not popping up one frond at a time 
like bracken and other ground ferns do on their 
creeping rhizome). Older specimens can form an 
aerial trunk to one metre tall (but only of a narrow 

diameter. You won’t confuse it with a tree fern 
trunk but could with confuse it with another of Tas-
mania’s rare tree ferns (Cyathaea cunninghamii) or 
Blechnum nudum (see below)). If you think you’ve 
found C. cunninghamii then I want to know about 
that too!  

Size: fronds to about 40-50 centimetres typically 
(not big like tree ferns but not tiny either)  

Really wet feet: it loves very wet ground and is         
described as occurring on alluvial flats and the 
banks of rivers and creeks, usually in association 
with limey springs (Natural Values Atlas website).  

Hairs/scales and colour: fully unfurled fronds are     
essentially hairless and scale-less (there are some 
small brown scales on emerging croziers). The 
frond is quite a pale-green with a smooth, shiny, 
dark-brown to black central rachis (stem) on the  
upper side.  

Confusing Species: Polystichum proliferum and 
species of the genus Blechnum are probably the 
most likely  candidates for mistaken identity, being 
common, rosette-forming ground ferns of similar 
size. Polystichum can be easily differentiated by the        
abundance of brown and reddish scales and hairs on 
emerging croziers, at the base of fronds and on the   
underside of fronds. Polystichum also tends to be 
much darker green, less shiny, up to tri-pinnate 
(level of branching of the frond) and is often found 
sporting miniature ferns (bulbils) on the tips of 
fronds in a form of asexual reproduction. Blechnum 
species vary in size, colour and form but generally 
are never more than pinnate (Pneumatopteris is bi-
pinnate) and have completely different sori 
(reproductive bits) arrangement. Pneumatopteris 
and Polystichum both have sori arranged as discrete, 
more-or-less circular dots on the underside of their 
fronds. Blechnum sori are arranged parallel to the 
midrib/rachis in a continuous line and in all but one 
Tasmanian species, the fertile and non-fertile fronds 
are dimorphic (i.e. look completely different), with 
fertile fronds presenting as much reduced, darker 
forms. B. nudum (fishbone water fern) is the most 
likely to be confused, as it is a common, pale green, 
terrestrial, rosette and trunk-forming, riparian fern 
species. I acknowledge that even dumbed-down bo-
tanical jargon can be confusing, so there are lots of 
photos provided to hopefully make it all crystal 
clear.  

So, if you’re bumbling around your local karst area 
and spot something you even half think might be 
the lime fern, please note the location, take some 
photos (showing the key features described and 
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photographed here) and email them to me: 
alan.jackson@lmrs.com.au 

I’m happy to receive photos of any other fern you 
want identified, too. Just remember that dark, blurry 
photos from a long way away are not overly useful. 
It is all about sori shape and arrangement, hairs and 
scales, frond shape and dimensions etc.  

Further reading:  

There is a Threatened Species Listing Statement and 
a Recovery Plan, both of which can be found online.  
Just Google:  

‘Listing Statement for Pneumatopteris pennigera 
(lime fern), Department of Primary Industries, 
Parks, Water and Environment’ 

and  

A recovery plan ‘Flora Recovery Plan: Threatened 
Tasmanian Ferns. Department of Primary Indus-
tries, Parks, Water and Environment’ 

The 1996 publication The ferns of Tasmania: their 
ecology and distribution by Michael Garrett is 
handy too, but hard to get hold of these days.  

Photographs  
 

Here are some photographs of it, and confusing common species, to give you an idea of what it looks like 
and how to avoid imposters. If you want to see a live one with out having to travel to Smithton or Arthur 
River and traipse through the undergrowth, then there is a single specimen growing in the front garden of 
84 Stewart Street, Devonport (my parents will happily show it to you) and there are several growing in the 
fernery at the Royal Tasmanian Botanic Gardens in Hobart. 
If you want better photos than those below see my Drop Box site at: 
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/x9x4k67f87k21mz/AADij6FOhCpOKpk0e4F7psQ7a?dl=0 

 
 
Blechnum nudum fertile 
frond.jpg (Loretta Bell). 
Fertile frond of Blechnum 
nudum. Note the reduced 
size (relative to the sterile 
fronds) and the lumps and 
bumps associated with the 
sori (spore-containing 
structures).  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Blechnum nudum rosette.jpg (Loretta Bell). Typical 
Blechnum nudum shape/form demonstrating the di-
morphic fertile and sterile fronds. The reduced inner 
fronds on this specimen are fully developed fertile 
fronds, not developing sterile fronds.  
 

 
 
 
 
Blechnum nudum sterile 
frond.jpg (Loretta Bell). 
Sterile frond of Blechnum 
nudum. The frond is pale 
green and pinnate (only 
one division off the central 
rachis/stem). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pneumatopteris pennigera frond 2.jpg 
(www.nzplants.auckland.ac.nz). Pneumatopteris 
pennigera frond. The frond is pale green, bi-pinnate 
and has a dark rachis (central stem). Note this photo 
is of a New Zealand specimen.  
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Pneumatopteris pennigera frond.jpg (Loretta Bell). 
Pneumatopteris pennigera frond. The frond is pale 
green, bi-pinnate and has a dark rachis (central 
stem).  
 
 

Pneumatopteris pennigera rachis base and crozier 
scales.jpg (Loretta Bell). Rachis bases and emerging 
croziers of Pneumatopteris pennigera. Note the  
absence of the large black scales present in Polysti-
chum proliferum. Note also, however, the presence 
of some small brown scales on the emerging       
croziers.  

Pneumatopteris pennigera rosettes.jpg (Loretta 
Bell). Typical Pneumatopteris pennigerashape/form 
and colour.  
 
 

Pneumatopteris pennigera sori arrangement.jpg 
(www.nzflora.info). Underside of Pneumatopteris 
pennigera showing the bi-pinnate fronds and sori 
arrangement in discrete round dots. Note this photo 
is of a New Zealand specimen.  

Polystichum proliferum bulbil.jpg (Loretta Bell). A 
bulbil on the tip of a Polystichum proliferum frond. 
This form of asexual reproduction will not be seen 
on Pneumatopteris pennigera.  
 
 
 

Polystichum proliferum frond.jpg (Loretta Bell). 
Polystichum proliferum frond. The frond is dark 
green and up to tri-pinnate (up to three divisions of 
the frond off the central rachis/stem).  
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Polystichum proliferum hairy underside and sori ar-
rangement.jpg (Loretta Bell). Underside of Polysti-
chum proliferum frond showing the abundant reddy 
brown hairs/scales, the sori arrangement (discrete, 
circular dots under the final pinnae) and the tri-
pinnate nature of fronds.  
 

 

Polystichum proliferum rachis base scales (Loretta 
Bell). Large black scales at the base of Polystichum 
proliferum rachises (stems).  
 

Polystichum proliferum rosette.jpg (Loretta Bell). 
Typical Polystichum proliferum shape/form and    
colour.  


